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WebSPIRS (SilverPlatter’'s Information Retrieval System for the Web)
lets you use your web browser to search SilverPlatter databases.

This guide shows you how to get started with basic WebSPIRS
searching.

Don't forget you can also get detailed help while you search by clicking
@ on any WebSPIRS page, on the WebSPIRS toolbar.

You can also get information about a particular database you are using
by clicking
Searching for Records
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Saving Your Search History

Additional Features

Using SDIs (Selective Dissemination of Information)
Using Alerts

Using SilverLinker to See Full-Text Records

Seeing Local Library Holdings Information

Getting Copies of the Documents (Document Delivery)

Note: Some of these features, and the way you use them, depend on the
database you are using and your WebSPIRS configuration. For example,
SDIs, Alerts, SilverLinker full-text links, information about library
holdings, and document delivery are only available if your system
administrator has set up these features for you.
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Selecting the Databases You Want to Search

First you need to select one or more databases to search.

TheSelect Databases page usually opens immediately after you login
to WebSPIRS, or you can cliqebsatss ] on the WebSPIRS toolbar.

¥ WebSPIRS - Netscape

Select Databases @ e (i ) (st ) (Nuaoor )

(Z> HELP
Server: FANGIO

[ IDIS on SilverPlatter (1966-1998/07)
¥ MEDLINE (R) 1997 £> Bearches
[ Zoological Record Vol.129-133 & Suggest
T PgycLIT 1993-1995 (5 Index:
[ HealthSTAR 1996 T Thesmres
[ ERIC 1966-1981
M ERIC 1982-1991
~ © it
M CINAHL (R) Database 1982-1996

ShowMarked
VRecnrds

About WehSPIRS

[ == | |Docurment: Dane

1. Click the checkbox next to each database you want to search. You
can select and search as many databases as yohuike,
remember...

» Some search tools like Thesaurus and Suggest are only
available when you search a single database or database family.

» The databases may not have the same fields: if you search in a
specific field, you'll only retrieve records from databases
containing that particular field.

If you are not sure which databases you want to search, Eiick
Relevant Databases for assistance.

2. Click Open Selected Databases to go to the mairsearch page and
start your search.
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Searching for and Displaying Records

Now you can search for records and display them.

TheSearch page opens immediately after you select the database you
want to search, or you can cli(gsares ] 0on the WebSPIRS toolbar.

¥ WebSPIRS - Netscape

0o

™ English I French ™ Spanish T German [ Italian
(2> (et Cther i) Clear Al Lnts} C'urrent 1imits: (none)
Th
@ Detertnine how search results are displayed and other options.

Databases in use
|Click here for database informatio j
& Words anywhere © Title © Author © Subject

=

|| (Bearch Builder

# and

Retnove Checked Search Results
RetvpeChecked) 17 wo ytrition 449 Display Tatabase
Create 50| ) Infarmation
Combine Checked) @ #1 diet 499 Display Shoublarked
=t
Combme using R

Load History
S0 Accourt

cords

(-. A
o . AboutWehSPIRS

Cilmal

|Docurment: Dane

1. Type aterm or phrase in th@nd: box.

You can combine your terms using operators. Then a record is re-
trieved only if it includes:

All the terms separated PAND.

Any or all of the terms separated QR.

All the terms separated DJ, if they are next to each other,
and in the same order.

All the terms separated BYEAR if they are in the same
sentence (in any order). A number aftéAR specifies how
close the terms must be.

At least one field containing any terms separateyH.

A record is not retrieved if it contains any of the terms following
NOT.

Use parentheses to group terms if you are using two or more opera-
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tors in the same search. Addo a word to find records containing
that word followed by any number of characters. @ge find
records containing that word with O or 1 characters replaging

Click Start Search .

WebSPIRS searches the database for your term and automatically
displays any retrieved records (unless you change the immediate
record display option). WebSPIRS automatically updates your
search history after each search you perform.

Click the “Display” link in the Search History pane to display
records from any of your searches or rerun searches against new
databases.

Use the buttons at the left to combine or delete search statements,
save your search history, or access your SDI account.
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Using Limits to Narrow Down Your Search

You can focus your search by applying various limits to your search
statements.

On the mairBearch or Search Builder page, click@ometm to open the
Limit Your Search page.

i WebSPIRS - Netscape
Limit Your Search
-@) HELP
Select the values you want, then click Set Limits. Tour search will then retrieve only records — ’
that contain the values you selected in those fields bases
£ Bearches
(@ Limit fields in: MEDLINE (R) @ ugsest
PY-Publication & Any Year © 1997 to 1999 EIndexc
‘fei: < From To 1T Thesaurus
0<—> LA-Langg'c_lge (any value) il
Of Article: |AFRIKAANS
\ g%%’ifﬁll\? N Eda;?raziron
CHINESE = St
To select multiples, hold down the shifi, ctrl, or command key and click,
CP-Country Of [{any value) 3
Publication: |AFRICA
ARGEMNTINA
AUSTRALIA
ALISTRIA -l
[ =B=| |Document Dane

1. Select the limit values you want to apply. For information about a
limit, click on its linked field name. To remove a limit, reset it to its
default “any” value (that is, “Any Year” or (any value) and so on.)

Note: The limits listed on this page may not appear in every data-
base you search. This means the limits may not retrieve all possible
records from a multiple-database search. For more accurate search
results, use limit fields that exist in all databases.

2. Click Set Limits.

The limits you selected now appear in therrent Limits: field on
the Search andSearch Builder pages. They apply to all searches
until you clear them, set other limits, change databases, or logout.
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Changing the Way Records are Displayed

You can specify how you want WebSPIRS to display records.

On the mairSearch page omRetrieved Records page, click T s
to open theChange Display Options  page.

i WebSPIRS - Netscape

Change Display Options
@ What to display =
Records to show at once: |10 fg) Dtabases
Show field names with: [Short labsls | £ Bearches
c':?>Displs¢1y records with: & Sugpest
€ Title only ¢ Citation only = Indexc
¢ Citation and abstract ¢ Complete record ] Thesaurus
0— & Specific Fields: CTTN, *SHW, *LHM, *LHC, AB, FIXT
@ Sorting B
& Do not sort o Ghauliarked
© Sort by: |- Fields below are unique to MEDLINE (R) - =l 2ty
& Agcending © Descending (if fewer than |50 =] records) |
@ Showing results:
™ Display intermediate results in search history
™ Display results by database in search history =l
[ =B=| |Document Dane

1. Make the changes you want. You can:

Change the number of records displayed on screen at one time.
Choose the field labels you want to use.

Select the fields you want to see within records.

Sort your search results (by name of author or journal).

Select the details to include in your search history.

Change when retrieved records are displayed. (Displaying
interim results for the parts of a phrase, for example.)

2. Click Confirm Changes .

WebSPIRS returns you to the page you were on before.
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Using the Search Builder

You can also build up a search by finding a term in a specific field in the
records and combining it with another term and field.

On the mairsearch page, click(zameme> to open th8earch Builder .

#7 WebSPIRS - Netscape
Search Builder @ | Voo (Bokto S0t | (uag
Type your terms and select the fields to use in the search. Click Start Search when you have entered —| (ZEE
all your search terms. To select multiple fields, held down the shuft, ctrl, or cotnmand key and chick
@ Terms: [nernia ===
in|(Terms anywhere) ﬂ D suggest
— Fields below are uniqus to MEDLINE EXPRESS (R) 1/96-6/96 —
CITR - CITATION
-@ Thesaurus
TO - ORIGINAL TITLE =l
“ and © or © not
[atabase
Terms: [creatment Inonvation
in[AD - ADDRESS OF AUTHOR = | [
MIME - MINOR MESH HEADINGS =l
3> (B Ciherlinis)(TearAlllints) Current limits: (none) |
=
[ (== | |Docurment Done Ea)

1. Type aword or phrase in therms box, and highlight the field you
want to search.

You can type multiple words in a search box. For exandplgs or
puppies . To link two concepts together, click on one of ted,
or, ornot buttons between the two search boxes.

Click Clear All Limits  to clear the limits that are currently selected,
or Set Other Limits to combine this with limiting your search
through items like the publication year, or publication type.

2. Click Start Search .



Using the Index

Thelndex lists all of the searchable terms in a database, and the number
of times each term appears. The General Index lists every term. Many
databases also have separate indexes for specific fields in that database.
The Index is very helpful for looking up author names and hyphenated

phrases.

Using the Index

Click on the WebSPIRS toolbar to open the Index.

H#7WebSPIRS - Netscape

Databases in use:

o—> Index: [General Index

[Click here for databast information. 7]

& Term: Iprotein v
<H Previous Mext H> |20 j terms

\
GotoTerm
Search
Checked Terms

PROTEIN (/06482)
PROTEIN- (50)

PROTEIN-A (43)
PROTEIN-A-GOLD (2)
PROTEIN-A-MEDIATED (/)
PROTEIN-A-PURTFIED (2)
PROTEIN-A-SEPHAROSE ¢/}
PROTEIN-A-SILICA ()
PROTEIN-A-TAGGED ()
PROTEIN-AA ¢/}

{1 e s A N B R |

|Document Dane

il

top of the list.

any of them.

Select an index from thimdex: dropdown list.

Type the term you want to find in theerm: field.

-

2

E] &
T2
ERNE

Logout
ELF

T

) Suggest

(A=

Index

IT] Thesaurus

[atabase
Information

&l
b
g
g
=
E
E3
z
el

Reconds

£ About WebSPIRS

Click Go to Term to display your term (or its closest match) at the

Check all the index terms you want to search for, then diekrch
Checked Terms to see the records containing the term. WebSPIRS
usesOR to combine multiple terms, and retrieves records containing
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Using the Thesaurus

Many SilverPlatter databases includeraesaurus , which is a

standardized list of permuted subject terms used to index the database.

The Thesaurus gives a definition for most terms, and shows both
narrower (more specific) and broader (more general) related terms.

Note: Not available for all SilverPlatter databases, or if you selected

multiple databases.

Click on the WebSPIRS toolbar to open the Thesaurus.

H#7WebSPIRS - Netscape

Databases in use

= Logout

° [Click here for databWe information. =]

) — »swjccfrrmien

(3> HELP

- - Search Checked Expl
[E T subjects R J

L

s] [& Searches

NUTRITION
e_> Adolescent Nutrition
Animal Nutrition
Assessment, Nutrition, see Nutrition Assessment

1| %' Suggest

Database
Information

Bhauhdatked
VREEUrds

Ird
-
-
I~ Biochemical Phenomena, Metabolism, and Nuirition
™ Child Nutrition
" Child Nutrition Disorders
™ Enteral Nutrition
™ Home Parenteral Nutrition, see Parenteral Nutrition, Home
[~ Home Parenteral Nuirition, Total, see Parenteral Nutrition,
Home Total
[ [=B= | |Document Dane

1. Type aterm or phrase in ti&ubject: box.

2. Click Go To Subject .
WebSPIRS scrolls through the list of Thesaurus terms and displays
your term (or its closest match) at the top of the list.

3. Checkall the terms you want to search for in the database. (Click on
any linked term in the list to get information about that term.)

4. Click Search Checked Subjects to search for the single term or

Explode Checked Subjects to search for the term and all narrower terms.
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Getting Suggested Search Terms

You can get suggestions for alternative search terms related to your
research topic. These terms are taken directly from a database’s own
subject descriptor terms so may give more precise search results.

Note: Not available for all SilverPlatter databases, or if you selected
multiple databases.

Click on the WebSPIRS toolbar to open thagggest page.

H#7WebSPIRS - Netscape
Databases infuse:
° | Click here for database information. x|
To see subject terms that might result in a better search, type alpossible subject and click _,) Datahases
Suggest Terms. Click on a suggested subject term to learn e about it. -
.,@} Subject: Idiet Sugge't Tens || Seaigh Checked)[ | Exlode,
jects Checked Subjects,
Suagest
Suggested terms for: diet =
r Dia
¥ Neoplasms
P Animal-Feed —
. . . abase
F Diabetes-Mellitus-Non-Insulin-Dependent
: Showharked
" Dietary-Fats M reconts
[ Fatty-Acids
-(‘AAbuutWebSP\RS
I Health-Behavior -
M Adipose-Tigsue B
I Aftercare
[ [=B= | |Document Dane

1. Type aterm or phrase in tigubject: box.

2. Click Suggest Terms .

WebSPIRS displays a list of suggested terms. If the terms are hyper-
linked, you can click on them to get more information such as scope
notes, definitions, and related terms.

3. Checkthe terms you want to search for, then c8ekrch Checked
Subjects .

WebSPIRS searches for your term(s) and displays any retrieved
records.
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Displaying and Using Records

You can mark records, display all the fields in the record, and search for
linked terms that appear within records.

On the mairSearch page, click the “Display” link next to any search in
the Search History pane to open WRetrieved Records page.

WebSPIRS - Netscape M=l E
Records: 11 to 20 of 106482 ave )([=E-mai)( Backlo Search)
Search protein @ <HPrevious Change Display |2j_ @ el
0—» [~ Record 11 of 106482 in MEDLINE (R) 1997 2] [ Datahases
TI Developmental changes in the constitutive and inducible
. Search
expression of cytochrome P450 3A2.

417 Wright-MC; Edwards-RJ; Pimenta-M; Ribeiro-V; Ratra-GS; i

il

Lechner-MC; Paine-AJ

50: Biochem-Pharmacol. 1997 Oct 1; 54(7): 841-6.

IS5 0006-2952

La ENGLISH

AN 98013188 Dateace
[~ Record 12 of 106482 in MEDLIINE (R) 1997 I_‘/Ezswsamed

TL Influence of acute and chronic ethanol treatment on muscarinic
responges and receptor expression in Chinese hamster ovary cells.
A1 Chang-ZL; Puhl-HL; May-LG; Williams-CL; Aronstam-RS

30 Biochem-Pharmacol. 1997 Oct 1; 54(7): 833-9.

I35 0006-2952

T o4 TIRTOT TOTT

|Document Dane

1. Scroll through your search results.

Click: the checkbox next to any record’s number, to mark it.
WebSPIRS keeps the set of marked records until you clear it or
log out.

Click on alinked record number, to display all the fields in that
record.

Records contain linkdike this) for author’'s names, journal
names and other terms. Click on a link to search for additional
articles by that author, all records from that journal, or other
records containing that term.
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Printing, Saving, and E-mailing Records
You can also print, save, or e-mail the records retrieved by your search.

On the mairSearch page, click the “Display” link next to any search in
the Search History pane to open WRetrieved Records page.

i WebSPIRS - Netscape

Records: 11 to 20 of 106482 o, NG oo )Gl Gockaoearh)
Search: protein i
P <HPrewious M Change Display @ =1 S

|»

™ Record 11 of 106482 in MEDLINE (R) 1997 ) Databases
TL Developmental changes in the constitutive and inducible
expression of cytochrome P450 3A2. | |
AT Wright-MC; Edwards-RJ; Pimenta-M; Ribeiro-V; Ratra-GS;
Lechner-MC'; Paine-AJ

50 Biochem-Pharmacol. 1997 Oct 1; 54(7): 841-6.
‘ '—>ISSN 0006-2952
La ENGLISH
A1 93013188
™~ Record 12 of 106482 in MEDLINE (R) 1997 I‘—/ShuwMamed

TI Influence of acute and chronic ethanol treatment on muscarinic RETES

responses and receptor expression in Chinese hamster ovary cells.
417 Chang-71; Puhl-HT; May-LG; Williams-CL; Aronstam-RS

50 Biochem-Pharmacol. 1997 Oct 1; 54(7): 833-9.

135N 0006-2952

T 4 TORTST TCTT

[ =B=| |Document Dane

1. Scroll through your search results. Click the checkbox next to any
record’s number, to mark that record.
2. Click Print, Save, or E-mail .

WebSPIRS takes you to the appropriate page where you can select
the way you want to print, save, or e-mail records.
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Saving Your Search History

The main Search page displays your search history — a list of all the
searches in the current session — in the Search History pane. You can
save searches so you can run them again later. Saving a search history is
very helpful for complex searches or those you perform regularly.

In the Search History pane on the m&earch page, click to
open theSave Search History page.

2
i WebSPIRS - Netscape
Save Search History

Type the information below, then press Save History. All the searches currently in your @b
search history will be saved Your email address is used to keep your saved search histories -
separate from other people's.

£ Bearches
. @ Suggest
@ Your email address:
(B2 Index
Iyourname@university. edu T Thesmras
& Descriptive name for this search history:
0 Inutrition research Emm;eon
I‘—/ShuwMamed
. . . . . Records
& Expiration date for this search history:
Month Day  Year
[august — Zl[28 =l[2000 7]

4
[ =B=| |Document Dane

1. Enter the following:

e Your e-mail address. (WebSPIRS uses this just to identify the
search history, not to mail anything.)

» A name for the search history.

* An expiration date.

2. Click Save History to save all the searches from your current
WebSPIRS session.

You can retrieve these searches in the future by clickivegl His-
tory on the mairSearch page.
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Using SDIs (Selective Dissemination of Information)

to open the SDI page.

i WebSPIRS - Netscape

Create New SDI
Search: protein
Groups Eric

®SDI IProteinSearc:h
Name:

@Email: Imymail@library. com

Tonth Day Year
@Expires: |September =][1 F][2000 -]
@1Include... @ Record number and database name

7 Field labels: [Short labels |

i) Databases
(letters and /5 Searches
numbers only)

Cg Suggest
7 Suspend SDI

(22 Indes:

] Thesaurus

(D) Alerte

You can save a search, and then have it automatically run again later,
and get the results e-mailed to you. This is called an SDI. Your system
administrator must authorize you to create SDIs, and is responsible for
re-running them, for example, when the databases are updated.

In the Search History pane on the m&igarch page, click(_cratsor

@Comment:

Results of Protein Searchl

1.

7 Use comment as email header

1

Databaze
=] Information

()

Show Marked
VRecurds

|2

[ [=B= | |Document Dane

Enter a name for the SDI, your e-mail address and an expiration
date. Specify the record details you want to see, and add a comment.

Click Create SDI.

Next time the SDI runs, you get an e-mail message containing any

new records that the search found.

You can check the details of your SDIs by clickismzza >  onthe

mainSearch page.
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Using Alerts

You can also subscribe to an Alert, which is a search that your system
administrator has set up, and re-runs regularly. The results are e-mailed
Alerts, and
is responsible for re-running them, for example, when the databases are

to you. Your system administrator must authorize you to use

updated.

Click on the WebSPIRS toolbar to open thierts page.

#7 WebSPIRS - Netscape

Cilmal

\Ducumem. Daone

1. Enter your e-mail address and clikt Address .

Register Subscriptions

Click on an alert name to see more information about it.

To see subscriptions, fype your email address, then click Set
oo
Register

@ Subscriber: Imymail @library.com ( B o J ( fubscriptions ] [(/& Searches ]
(¢ Suagest
(2] Index

i AT Th
Alert Name Subscribe
Alerts

alertltraumaorstress I3

alertfearspidersnake r

alert3agoraphobia v

headmaster r e ouMarked

sdiadminone r

alertoneonly r &=

Check thealert Name to which you want to subscribe, and click
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Using SilverLinker to See Full-Text Records

17

You may be able to link to the full text of your retrieved records, using the

SilverLinker feature.

SilverLinker  on theSelect Databases page means your retrieved records
may have links to full text documents available from publishers’ web

sites.

Note: Only available if you se¢Tmkss) next to any of the records in the

FTXT field.

If you are not already looking at retrieved records, on the rsabrch
page click the “Display” link next to any of your searches to open the

Retrieved Records page.

# WebSPIRS - Netscape M=l E
Records: 1to 10 of 279 e ) EEmail
Search: journal-of -business-ethics & HPrevious lll— [@m

P I9%s = || &) Databases
™ Record § of 279 in PAIS International 1972-1999/01
T Ethical beliefs of Chinese consumers in Hong Kong.
ATE Chan, - Andrew; and-others & Suggest
50 Journal-of-Business-FEthics; 17:1163-70 no 11 1998.
0—_ _] Full text from SwetsMet (US Mirror) =]
PY 1998
™ Record 7 of 279 in PAIS International 1972-1999/01
TL The American Association of Advertising Agencies (4As)
Standards of Practice: how far does this professional _ || shuttaned
association's code of ethics' influence reach? e
AT Maes,-Teanne-D.; and-others
50 Tournal-of-Business-Fthics; 17:1155-61 no 11 1998.
FToCT: (Takls®) | Full text from Swetsiet (US Mirror) =]
Y- 1998 i
[ (== | |Docurment Done Sl &L &2 R WA 4

1. IntheRetrieved Records page, clickLink To to link to the

publisher’s web site and download the document.

If there is a drop-down list, the document is available from more
than one site. Clickink To to access the first web site, or select a

different one from the drop-down list.
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Seeing Local Library Holdings Information

Your system may be set up to display holdings information about
documents cited in your databases.

Note: Only available if you se«@esmatainzz=y next to any of the records,
or if you see a holdings message or a call number in_th@ or LHC
fields.

If you are not already looking at retrieved records, on the rSakrch
page click the “Display” link next to any of your searches to open the
Retrieved Records page.

#¥ WebSPIRS - Netscape

Eecords: 1to 10 of 338 anie | Logout

Search; PROSPECT @ Zirrevoe .
I Record9 of 338 in PAIS International 1972-1999/01 = [Wﬂ]
TL Sovereign myopia. (Bseantes |
41U Bogco,-David-L.. @Su?
30 American-Prospect; p 24-7 N/D 1998.
PY 1998
0 gL HM SGD Retains current year ] Thesaurus
VXX 10.20 1995 VYM v.14 1993 XAF See fuller holdings
XAF XAGP Retaing current year
YSM 1990 YSM YSMM Main E838 1990 ZTL 1-20
1990-1994/95 iy gubato:
"' Record 10 of 338 in PATS International 1972-1999/01
Tr Will libraries survive?
AT Nunberg,-Geoffrey _
50 American-Prospect; p 16-23 N/D 1998.
nv. 1002 =2
[ == | |Docurment Done :

1. IntheRetrieved Records page, a holdings message gives you
information about whether there is a local copy of the cited
document.

Sometimes you might se@esfatams=) . This is a direct link to your
library’s online catalog. Click on it to connect to the catalog and see
more holdings information.
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Getting Copies of the Documents (Document Delivery)

i WebSPIRS - Netscape

Your system may be set up so you can order cited documents from a

document delivery service.

Note: Only available if you se{&orer)

next to any of the records.

If you are not already looking at retrieved records, on the rsakrch
page click the “Display” link next to any of your searches to open the

Retrieved Records page.

(2]

Resords 1to 10 of 781
Search: hospital and (health or medical) @ <HPrevious e sy} (B0 To) [11 [@m
I Record 1 of 781 in PAIS International 1972-1999/01 ;| B
Tt Hospitals fight to stay healthy.  powamerrrvmm——
AT7: Birritteri,-Anthony
-Tersey-Business; 44: : p
50: New-Tersey-Business; 44:28+ J. Order Document ®
PT: 1998 .
I~ Record2 of 781 in PAIS Internatiun_al 19| Vou can order the document from one of several sources. Seledt the document source and ) Datahases
TI Medical care at the end of life: | delivery method you want, then click Order. Click on the sourde's name to obtan more
CO&ES. information about the service £ Bearches
ATT (Garber,-Alan-M.; and-others; Na v 3 Suggest
PY:1998 British Library Document Supply Center & Airmail (2] Index:
™ Record 3 of 781 in PATS International 19| THE BRITISH LIBRARY ] Thesaurus
TI National health expenditures in
ATT: Levit -Kathf.jrine; and-others CISTI © Electronic order
30 flfgl‘t’h-Affalrs; 17:99-110 N/D w&é Database
[ =B=| |Document Dane e !\_/%Ewsmed
Request document from your librarian  Fax
ILL Librarian © Tnteroffice Mail —
© Courier
[ (== |Dacurment Done

1. IntheRetrieved Records page, clickOrder.

2. Choose one of the listed document suppliers, and the delivery
method. (Which suppliers are available depends on the way your
system administrator has set this up.)

3.

Click Order then follow the instructions in the document delivery
order form to order the document.
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